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Pacific Peoples in New Zealand

A submission to the Race Relations Commissioner

1.
Background

1.1
Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa (Incorporated) ACYA is a coalition of non-governmental organisations and individuals interested in children’s rights. ACYA’s purpose is to promote the well-being of children and young people in Aotearoa New Zealand through: education and advocacy on the rights of children and young people; encouraging the Government to act on the recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child; and promoting opportunities for the voice and participation of children and young people. 
1.2
As with all the submissions ACYA makes, we note that the views expressed in this submission may not reflect the views of all members of ACYA.

2.
Race Relations Commissioner’s review of issues raised by the release of a discussion paper on immigration policy by Dr Greg Clydesdale of Massey University's Department of Management and International Business

2.1
We are appreciative of the Race Relation’s Commissioner undertaking the review of issues raised by the release of the discussion paper.

2.2
We are concerned to hear from our community networks that there has been a detrimental effect on the morale of Pacific children and their families. 

2.3
We ask that the Commissioner. in carrying out this review, give particular attention to the effects on children, especially Pacific children including those who are New Zealand born, those who are migrant and those living in Pacific nations. 

2.4
The Convention on the Rights of the Child provides a framework for considering child-related issues in the context, content and impact of Dr Clydesdale’s report and associated media coverage. The Preamble and following articles are of particular relevance: 

· Preamble: 
Dignity of each person and the importance of the family for the growth and wellbeing of children

· Article 2:
Non-discrimination

· Article 3:
Best interests of the Child

· Article 5:
Responsibilities of parents and families

· Article 6:
Right to life and development of the child

· Article 12: Right to participation 

· Article 18: State to provide appropriate services

· Articles 24 – 29: Matters of wellbeing, health, education of the child including social equity.

2.5
We appreciate that the Commissioner will conduct the review using an approach that encourages harmonious race relations and promotes respect for human rights. We wish to formally state our support for this approach.

2.5
Thank you very much for the opportunity to make this submission.

Alison Blaiklock

Chairperson

