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AUCKLAND SOCIAL POLICY FORUM 
SUBMISSION BY ACYA
SUMMARY
ACYA supports the proposed establishment of the Policy Forum and Policy Advisory Group and in that context raises the following issues:
The need to carefully consider an approach that gives recognition to Human Rights as enunciated in the State’s ratification of key United Nations Conventions and Covenants where its obligations are explicit or implicit in the delegated obligations and visions for local authorities.

Consideration of the role of District Health Boards and School Trustees in the welfare of the children of Auckland needs to be addressed.
The provision of a Statement of Intent for a minimum period of three years

How the Council Controlled Organisations will give effect to the wellbeing of children, given their economic drivers.

ACYA
Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated (ACYA) is a coalition of Non Governmental Organizations, families and individuals whose purpose is to promote the well-being of children and young people in Aotearoa New Zealand through:
  - education and advocacy on the rights of children and young people;
  - encouraging the government to act on the recommendations of the United Nations  
     Committee on the Rights of the Child; and
  - promoting opportunities for the voice and participation of children and young people.
This submission has been prepared by the ACYA Committee and the views expressed in it may not represent the views of each ACYA member.
More information about the role and advocacy, including submissions to Government and other entities is available at our website: www.acya.org.nz
We support the submissions of the Commissioner for Children, Child Poverty Action Group, kindred child advocacy agencies and others who respect the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
HUMAN RIGHTS APPROACH
The Government has ratified all the major United Nations Covenants and Conventions and is obliged to report on a regular basis.  The Government delegates many of its key activities (e.g. health and education specifically) to local entities. It is our contention that there is an explicit and implicit obligation for local agencies to reflect the terms of such Covenants and Conventions. We understand UNICEF NZ is undertaking a specific study on such obligations.
DISTRICT HEALTH BOARDS AND SCHOOL TRUSTEES
Health and Education are key activities that impact on the lives of children. It is essential that representatives are included in the Policy Advisory Group. 

In respect of children’s health there are significant disparities in specific sectors of the community. Recent events in Auckland involving schools include the introduction of speed restrictions outside schools, location of brothels, and indirectly after ball functions. All have a local content.
STATEMENT OF INTENT
The publication of Statements of Intent assist advocates in monitoring the effectives of agencies over a period of time.

COUNCIL CONTROLLED ORGANISATIONS
We see a potential problem for the welfare of children if the seven “arms length” agencies are not obligated to look beyond commercial considerations. All of the activities impinge on the lives of children who not only are effected by the decisions of such agencies, but should also have their voices heard in the decision making process.

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (UNCROC)
In preparing any document affecting the wellbeing and protection of children the Government Departments, and Local Authorities, are obliged to take into account the provisions of UNCROC. In this context we draw your attention to the four General Principles of UNCROC:
1. non discrimination (Article 2)
2. best interests of the child (Article 3)
3. the right to life, survival and development (Article 6)
4. respect for the views of the child (Article 12)

Children are defined as those under 18 years of age (Article 1).

CHILDEN IN THE AUCKLAND COUNCIL REGION
Our estimate is that there will be at least 250,000 persons below the age of eighteen years in the Auckland region based on the assumptions that 25% of the population is in that bracket and 32% of the New Zealand population of 4,200,000. Recent estimates see that figure likely to increase by 2030.

While many of those children have favourable circumstances there is sufficient evidence that some face hardship and disadvantage and have special needs. Reports from the Government Departments of Health, Education and Police all identify particular stresses on resources and outcomes and this is especially significant in South Auckland. Effects have been identified as particularly harmful to Maori and Pacific Island children.

ACYA is currently preparing the Alternative Report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
Key issues arising include:
a) child poverty
b) child abuse
c) disparities of outcomes in a wide range of issues including health and education
d) lack of a core policy
e) the effects of the financial downturn,  manifest for instance in youth unemployment , and the 2010 Government budget.
In addition there are local issues with water and air quality, gangs, child prostitution, street kids, and binge drinking, 

While statistical data for children is improving there is an urgent need for disaggregated data for the revised Auckland region.
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