Submission to the Local Government and Environment Committee

 in respect of

Affordable Housing: Enabling Territorial Authorities Bill

Position on Bill

 ACYA  supports in principle the “Affordable Housing : Enabling Territorial Authorities”  Bill

Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated

This submission is made by Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa (ACYA).  ACYA is a coalition of non-governmental organisations and individuals interested in children’s rights in Aotearoa New Zealand. ACYA’s purpose is to promote the well-being of children and young people in Aotearoa New Zealand through: education and advocacy on the rights of children and young people; encouraging the Government to act on the recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child; and promoting opportunities for the voice and participation of children and young people.

In 2003, ACYA produced and published Children and Youth in Aotearoa 2003, the Aotearoa New Zealand NGO Report on New Zealand’s implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (NGO Report). The NGO Report was presented to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (the UN Committee) in Geneva in June 2003, accompanied by a video funded by ACYA and produced by Aotearoa New Zealand children called Whakarongo Mai / Listen Up. 

Since then ACYA has advocated that the Aotearoa New Zealand Government act on the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and improve the situation of children and youth.  ACYA is developing a constructive working relationship with Government. ACYA also networks information about children and youth. ACYA is a member of the international coalition the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

ACYA has 100 or so members, both individual and child related organizations. 
These organizations are the leading child interest groups. 


The principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

The articles of UNCROC are interdependent. The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child has described the principles of UNCROC as being children’s rights to life, survival and development (Article 6), non-discrimination (Article 2), actions being in the best interest of the child (Article 3) and respect for the views of the child (Article 12).

Article 24 of UNCROC requires the State to act to respect, protect and fulfil the right of each child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health. 

Under Article 27  the State needs to recognize the right to an adequate standard of living. Clause 27 (3), the State is required to provide material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.
A theme of UNCROC is the state’s responsibility to support parents and families caring for children. 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Article 11 of this Covenant also addresses the need for the State to provide an adequate standard of living including housing.

Application of the Bill to disadvantaged children
This Bill provides an important opportunity for Local authorities to assist disadvantaged children and fulfil their duties under UNCROC and ICESCR.  

The Social Report 2007 published by the Ministry of Social Development addresses Housing Affordability and Household Crowding. In 2006 389,600 people lived in housing that required additional bedrooms based on the Canadian Crowding index. 17% of children under the age of 10 years and 43% of Pacific Islanders faced overcrowding.

The Report under the sub heading of “Relevance” records the co- relation between overcrowding with prevalence of certain infectious diseases and poor educational attainment, together with stress.

Peter Shuttleworth,

For ACYA Committee
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