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Our request for participation and the format required is spelled out in the text provided. 
Reporting on the Wellbeing of children: the Process
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We have provided an overview of the whole reporting process.
Background material for the CRC Report
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A range of information is provided that will be useful to participants
who wish to see what has already been considered in previous texts.
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The  Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has broken down the many  issues affecting the wellbeing of children in to 8 major headings. We will add a further two. The provided text sets out a range of issues covered by the headings, which can be used as a guide.
Questions
We have posed a number of Questions to foster discussion, available at : http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=147
Timetable
The first draft report is now available, with a response required by 22 January 2010. We will seek some interim responses on 20 November 2009 to identify where more research is required. From feedback received a further draft will be prepared in February 2010. The report will be finalised at the ACYA workshop on 17 April 2010. 

Report format.

The report is not to exceed 30 pages. Supplementary information, in the form of Working Papers, will be presented as Appendices to the Report.

Working Papers
These may be of any length, but should include end notes with appropriate references and where applicable sources of statistical information.

Contributions
Individuals or organisations may provide information in two ways: They may make a response on a particular issue(s), having read the initial draft Report, or work with others in “Cluster Group teams” that are being arranged.
We prefer the text to be set in Arial font 10. Recommendations are welcome either to the Committee, for the Report, or to Government/society in the Working Papers.

ACYA reserves the right to edit the texts after consultation with contributors.

Contribution to be made to ACYA
We prefer electronic receipt of texts as they will be easier for the exchange of information. Texts may be provided to: Peter Shuttleworth: elaineandpeter@clear.net.nz



Letter of Invitation


October 2009

Dear Friends and Colleagues

Report from Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to

United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child

Due June 2010

In 2003 ACYA co-ordinated the NGO Alternative Report sent to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child. This gave NGOs the opportunity to comment on what the New Zealand Government had done - and not done - to implement the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
  

This report was one of many steps taken to advocate for improved wellbeing of all children in Aotearoa New Zealand.   The next opportunity for such a report is June 2010.    

ACYA has been working with many agencies and individuals over the past three and a half years to prepare for the next report.  We held workshops in 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 to consult on specific aspects of the Report (please see www.acya.org.nz/?t=103) 

Last year we made a submission on child rights to the UN Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review. We have been active in making submissions to various UN committees (Committee Against Torture, Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, etc) and Parliamentary Select Committee hearings (please see www.acya.org.nz/?t=28).

From this activity we have gathered rich information on the status of children’s wellbeing in this country and the Government’s compliance with its obligations under the Convention.  

We seek now to prepare more specifically for the NGO report and write to ask for your participation in this important work.  There are many ways in which individuals and organisations can contribute.  

ACYA has now prepared the first draft from the materials gathered so far. The length and structure of the Report we are allowed to submit is tightly set by the UN Committee.
 The impact of our Report will come from the evidence that we are able to provide, and from the key issues we are able to highlight to the Committee.

We would value your help in one or more of the following ways:

· By telling us what you think are the key themes that should be prioritised in the 2010 report. The key themes in the 2003 report were violence against children; child poverty; discrimination (especially against Maori, Pacific and some other groups of children); limited opportunities for children to participate in their schools, communities and society; and the lack of planned, co-ordinated and resourced government action.

· By providing comments and reviews of the first and second drafts of the report. Careful review of the drafts is a crucial part of our process of consultation and we will value your feedback.  

· You and/or your organisation may wish to provide a Working Paper in your area of particular expertise or experience. (Currently there are several working papers on key issues either completed or in development.)

· You might like to be part of a “Cluster Group” of people doing more detailed work on each of the headings under which we have to report to the UN Committee. We invite people to indicate their interest in being a member of such a group. Information on the topics we have to report on can be found at http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=102.

A second draft of the report will be prepared for consultation in the new year. The ACYA workshop will review the third draft on 17 April 2010.  

We sincerely hope that you and/or your organisation will be part of this process and that your engagement will provide formal endorsement of the Report as the concerted voice of many Child Rights organisations.  

Please let us know the ways in which you would like to contribute. Please email feedback@acya.org.nz or write to us at PO Box 41532, St Lukes, Auckland 1346.  
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If you are willing to be part of a Cluster Group and/or wish to submit a working paper, we will send you details of how these activities will be arranged when we have heard back from those wishing to be involved.  

We very much look forward to working with you on this important task.

Yours sincerely

Alison Blaiklock

Chairperson

Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
PO Box 41532, St Lukes, Auckland 1346, New Zealand

Charities Commission Registration Number: CC11198

Email: feedback@acya.org.nz
Website: www.acya.org.nz
Reporting on the wellbeing of children: the Process
The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) meets three times a year: January/February, May/June, September /October. The Government issued its 3rd & 4th Periodic Report to CRC in November 2008 .ACYA has been advised that the Pre Working session will be in October 2010 and that the CRC Report will be required by 1 July 2010.  The Plenary session may be in January/February 2011.


Pre Session Working Group for CRC
The Pre Session allows NGOs to meet with the committee members for 2x3 hour sessions, without Government presence. Arising from that meeting a “List of Issues” is sent to the Government. The NGO Reports are prepared for that meeting, which takes place about four months before the Plenary Session. Youth may participate in the Pre session, but with a limited time frame.

ACYA aims to send three people to the Pre Session, including a lawyer and a Maori representative and an experienced child rights person.

Preparing the NGO Report
The planning, indentifying writers/commentators, monitoring, preparing and issuing the Report will be a major activity for ACYA in the 2009/10 year. The project commenced in June 2009.
NGO Group for CRC (NGO Group) has issued its 3rd edition of a “Guide to NGO Reporting to CRC”.

Plenary Session
The Government meets with the CRC for two three hour sessions on one day and NGOs may attend only as observers, but may talk to Committee members outside of sessions. ACYA intends to send at least one observer. ACYA may make a supplementary report

Concluding Observations
Arising from the Plenary Session the CRC issues a report named “Concluding Observations” which includes Recommendations to the Government.

Post - Issue of Concluding Observations
ACYA will comment on the Concluding Observations and seek to dialogue with Government on a work programme.
Background material for the CRC 2010 Report

The Government issued its 3rd & 4th Periodic Report (Govt Report) to the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in November 2008. This is available at: http://www.myd.govt.nz/Rights/uncrocinnewzealand.aspx

The CRC Concluding Observations (CRC CO) issued in 2003 are available at:
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/898586b1dc7b4043c1256a450044f331/73f172e77b12c842c1256df20033829f/$FILE/G0344655.pdf

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is at:
http://www.occ.org.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/3312/OCC_UNCROC_in_English_and_Te_Reo_Maori.pdf

ACYA issued its report to the UN Human Rights Council for the Universal Periodic Review for May 2009  and this is available at: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28. ACYA will use this as a prime basis of our draft report to CRC, but with supporting material from other sources.


ACYA has recently submitted reports to UN as follows:
*in respect of Convention against Torture: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28 Oct 08 &   May 09
*in respect of Civil and Political Rights: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28

ACYA made submissions to Government and others, available at: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28
In respect of the following:

3rd Periodic Report for Convention on Economic, Social and cultural Rights

3rd & 4th Periodic Report for CRC

Youth in Entertainment Industry

Local Government (Auckland Council) Bill

and a number of others.
The Commissioner for Children issued her report in November 2008: www.occ.org.nz
Cluster Group Allocation (based on topics in Government report)

Because the Convention covers every aspect of a child’s wellbeing through the 41 Articles, the UN Committee has identified a number of headings.
1. General measures of Implementation (Art 4, 42, 44 para 6)
Reservations: Age mixing in detention, no minimum age for work, services for children not legally in NZ. Legislative review, national plans of action, independent monitoring, resources for children. International cooperation, data collection, training and dissemination of the Convention. 


2. Definition of the Child (Art 1)
Minimum age for prosecution; coverage of CYF Act, and other minimum age rules.

3. General Principles (Art 2,3,6, 12)
Non discrimination.  Best interests, placing children at centre of policy making.  Right to life, respect for the views of children, protection of privacy, access to information.

4. Civil Rights and Freedoms (Art 7, 8, 13-17 & 37a)
Name & nationality, preservation of identity; freedom of expression, thought, conscience, religion, association.  Inhuman treatment, detention in police cells

5. Family Environment and Alternative care (Art 5, 18 para 1-2, 9-11,19-21, 25, 27 para 4, & 39)
Alternative care and protection systems, parental guidance and responsibility, separation from parents (prison), family reunification, maintenance payments, adoption. Trafficking. Abuse & neglect, violence, corporal punishment,


6. Basic Health and Welfare (Art 6,18 para 3, 23, 24,26 27 para 1-3)
Child health, adolescent health, youth suicide, sexual health, counselling services, Living standards, poverty, social security. Child care services. Disabled children

7. Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities ( Art 28, 29,31)
Education, exclusions, teenage parents  Maori education,  behaviour problems, early childhood education. Vocational training, aims of education, NCEA. Leisure and cultural issues

8. Special Protection Measures (Art 22, 38-40 37 (b-d) 32-36)
Emergency situations, refugees,  armed conflict. Conflict with the law, juvenile  justice, detention. Exploitation, prostitution, trafficking, street kids. Employment of children.

9. Optional Protocols
For Armed conflict: Recruitment, age. (OP- CRC – AC)

For  Sale of children, prostitution, pornography (OP – CRC –SC)
For Inhuman treatment (OP- CAT)

10. Tokelau.
Self governing referendum, children as NZ citizens, monitoring of state, NZAid
Note:
Possible additional topics might include: air and water quality, Optional Protocol for Communication, historic sex abuse settlements.
� The Convention applies to children and young people under the age of 18.


� The report is to be 30 pages or less, plus appendices. We will send some Working Papers as appendices. It also has to follow the structure and order set by the UN Committee.
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