Speech for a function to honour Dr Ian Hassall on receiving the Aldo Farina award, Kohia Education Centre, Epsom, 16 June, 2010.

Thanks to my friends for coming and to others who have wished me well but were unable to come.  And thanks to the organisers of  this occasion. To Michelle, Emma, Lesley, Beth, Shona, Mel  and John and others.  Thanks to The Children’s Commissioner, Great Potentials, The Institute of Public Policy and ACYA and the Children’s Art House Foundationouse Foundation TrustH. I want also to thank UNICEF New Zealand for having nominated me and UNICEF International for having chosen me to receive the Aldo Farina award.
Jenny and I are warmed and lifted up by your presence and good wishes but I’d like this to be a celebration of our children’s movement, too. We have grown over the last two decades. We are (not in order of importance), Barnardos, Plunket, Save the Children, UNICEF and the Institute of Public Policy, the Children’s Issues Centre and its successor, Child Poverty Action Group, ACYA, Great Potentials, SHINE, the Office of the Children’s Commissioner, the Every Child Counts coalition, our friends in Parliament, in the Territorial Local Authorities, in the media, in the justice system, in health, welfare and education, in academia and the research communities, in the faith communities, in the celebrity world, in the world of arts and letters. Together we are a formidable force. 
Where are we heading? There is, of course, important work being done directly with children and their families in health, education, social work and care and in research and policy development in relation to those primary fields. This work is indispensible and our credibility depends on close and continuing reference to it. But we must also give our attention to the wider world of government, .politics and public affairs that fails to deliver what children need and what is their right and that is what we have been doing in the last two decades 
Three important elements of our strategy are 
· introduction of mandated attention to children’s interests into the structures and processes of government; 
· establishment of an effective lobby for children; 
· development of a child-aware political philosophy.    
In relation to the first of these elements, we still do not have regular consideration of children’s interests in government decision-making. Ways of making that happen include mandatory child impact reporting and a Minister for Children in Cabinet with an Office for Children to advise her.  But that will only work if the second element is present, that is, a strong popular representative lobby for children to monitor and engage with the political process. Such a lobby and a positive political response to it requires the status of children to be raised more generally and that brings in the third element. Development of children’s status as people upon whom this attention must be focused depends upon a coherent political ideology of children and their place in our aspirations.

None of these steps is without precedent in the world. We can aim to put them together.  
At the apex of the strategy is a new political philosophy and that is what I want to talk about last. 

Neo-liberalism, the dominant political philosophy of the last 25 years has had its day. In the last two years it has failed spectacularly even in its own terms but its failings were evident from the beginning. One of the most serious among them was that it had no place for children or the people who cared for them. Efforts were made by people such as Gary Becker of the Chicago school to manufacture a place but these were always implausible to say the least.  

I see a new political philosophy taking shape. It recognises and celebrates connectedness, interdependence and responsibility as foundations of individual, communal and national strength. It sees a narrative that stretches into the future. It is sensible about environmental sustainability. A central feature of this new philosophy is attention to relationships. The most powerful model of a sustaining relationship that is our heritage as human beings is that of parents, family and community with their children. The writings of Anne Manne, Sue Gerhardt, Nancy Folbre, our own Marilyn Waring and many others are contributing to the development of this philosophy. 
As a movement, we are achieving some recognition. Lesley is our first Dame. Teuila and Susan were recognised in the Queen’s Birthday list. It is our responsibility to translate this recognition into positive change.  

I, and all of us here are fortunate to have been a part of the evolution of a children’s movement which is gaining momentum here and worldwide.  It has been driven with a mix of patience and impatience. It is with that sense of can’t wait but have to that I look forward to future developments.
Ian Hassall

