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Report of Workshop 5 April 2008

Abridged Report for Participants
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NGO Report on UN CONVENTION on the

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 2009

Our common aim is to improve the rights and wellbeing of children and young people in Aotearoa New Zealand. To further our reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, ACYA (Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa) invites individuals and agencies to contribute to this year’s topics, in preparation for report writing and presentation in 2009.

SATURDAY 5 APRIL 2008

9.00 for 9.30am start.  Finish by 4pm.

All Seasons Motel, 93-95 Greenlane East, Ellerslie
Lunch will be provided.  

Please let us know if you have special dietary needs

Programme

9.00
Gather and Coffee

9.30 
Introductions and purpose of the day introducing the key themes for our work in 2008:  Health, Education,  Definition of the Child,  General Measures and Reservations to the Convention(
9.45
Session 1: UPDATE 

Review of progress to date – other work in progress. (Input from speakers)
10.50
Coffee break

11.15
Session 2: GROUP DISCUSSION Work groups set up (by topics)

 
Issues identified, information shared, recommendations and remedies.
12.30 Lunch

1.15
Session 3:  GROUP DISCUSSIONS continued

3.00
Session 4: PROGRAMME of ACTION for 2008

· Responsibilities: who will do what by when?

· Resources and partnership?

4.00
Finish

RSVP please by 23 March.  
Email Judith Judith.mcm@xtra.co.nz ;  or

Peter elaineandpeter@clear.net.nz  subject line ACYA 5 April 2008, giving details of agency, numbers attending, dietary requirements.   Workshop limit 24.

2. Preparation and Format of pre-reading materials

Extensive planning was done at the end of 2007 and early 2008 and Peter and Alison devised an agreed template for background reference documents.  This generic template is provided in Appendix i.  The actual overview documents sent to all registered participants are provided in Appendix ii.   Peter did a sterling job in identifying the various relevant reference documents for each topic.

Alison and Judith worked together to devise a series of questions to shape the group discussions.  Facilitators were chosen for each group and Judith briefed each of them before the event, clarifying the recording format that would enable clear reporting and filing of ideas.    

3.  Introduction, Speakers and list of attendees

Twenty-seven people participated in the workshop, representing different areas of interest amongst our members.  Alison, as Chair of ACYA, welcomed people to the event and set the scene for our discussions.   People introduced themselves individually.   The names of those attending are attached as Appendix iii.  

The first session in the morning provided feedback and updating of information since the 2007 Workshop.   

Beth Wood spoke briefly about the success of the Repeal of Section 59 and of the launch of ‘Unreasonable Force’, co-authored by Beth Wood, Ian Hassall, George Hook and Robert Ludbrook, published by Save the Children 2008.  Four copies of the book were given as ‘spot prizes’.  

Ian Hassall outlined the work that Every Child Counts is intending to pursue for the coming election.  ACYA is supportive of ECC and aligns with most of their approaches, but holds more strongly to some issues than the broad constituency of ECC allows.

Robert Ludbrook talked about his research into the Government’s levels of legislative compliance and the non-publication of his massive study for OCC. 

Melissa Lelo and Richard Higgins – vice president, UNYANZ Auckland, briefed the workshop on the forth-coming UNYANZ Youth Declaration meeting to be held at the University of Auckland the following week, for which ACYA has provided substantial funding as our contribution to the education and enabling of Youth participation. 

Riripeti Haretuku spoke about advocacy that she and other Maori were continuing draw attention to increasing disparities in Maori child health needs. 
Peter Shuttleworth (later in the morning) talked about concept of a database to bring together all the information ACYA and others have collated. UNICEF VIA Innocenti has a UK database, which is centered on the Convention, but there is a need to look at all International Instruments that affect the wellbeing of children.

4.  Group discussions

a. Definition of the Child Summary statement from this discussion.  The record of this discussion is found in Appendix iiia of the full report.

What are our priorities for action?

· Have minimum age for employment

· Raise age of criminal accountability from current limit of 10 (Psychologically significant/appropriate criteria) 

· Government to pass CYF Amendment (No 6) Bill.

· OCC to issue a review of ages in legislation applicable to children.

3 Questions CRC should ask NZ Government: 

· What steps have been taken to review all legislation in respect of age limits?

· What steps have be taken to introduce a minimum age for employment?

· What steps have been taken to increase the age of criminal responsibility?

b. Education   Summary statement from this discussion.  The record of this discussion is found in Appendix iiib of the full report.

What are our priorities for action?

1. Participation/consultation.  Discrimination in terms of age (16+ only)

2. Disparities: Maori, Pacific

3. Disabilities Maori, all issues raised in 2 above.

4. Institutions:  CYPs, Youth Justice Residences, Hospitals, International Students, Schooling

5. Education Review Panel – review refusal of enrolment  - Whangai, disability (school fees), and suspended students?

6. conditional enrolments

7. enrolment and access 5- school leaving plus non compulsory sector funded by government
3 Questions CRC should ask NZ Government:

1.
How does the government intend to establish an Education Review Tribunal as recommended by three Children’s Commissioners, the Human Rights Commission and the Ombudsman?   If this not going to be established, why not?
2. 
How are policies and practices that create disparities for Maori and other disadvantaged children being regularly reviewed and amended to comply with UNCROC and other government legislative intentions, e.g. Treat of Waitangi, the Education Act?

3.
How will the Government ensure that the NZ Disability Strategy and UNCROC are enforced to prevent discriminatory practices by schools against children with disabilities?

3 Recommendations CRC could make to NZ Government:

1.
That the NZ Government ensure that each ministry whose laws, policies and practices affect children prepare a child impact statement on any laws, policies and practices before they are introduced, and that a review of existing laws, policies and practices be undertaken and published:  that  the ongoing effectiveness of all laws, policies and practices be monitored.

2.  
That Govt. addresses its responsibility to indigenous people.

3.  
That the NZ disability strategy be enforced through all Government policy.   

c. General Measures Summary statement from this discussion.  The record of this discussion is found in Appendix iiic of the full report.

What are our priorities for action?

· Review economic reforms (identify inequalities)

· Target review to areas of spending, and those not spent

· Assess what the government has done to directly respond to UN Recommendations

· Look at NGO response

· Write case study of ORRS through an OIA request for information on spending  

· Question how the government is preparing and presenting its Report, given obligation for accessibility, language etc. (Braille, Te Reo, other languages etc).

· Identify the Parliamentary role in CRC reporting process 

· Consolidate the knowledge ACYA networks already have

3 Questions CRC should ask NZ Government

In respect of Article 4
1. 
What will be the programme to remove any remaining Reservations to the Convention?

2.   What steps have been taken to place children at the centre of policy making and ensuring that the Convention influences both Government policy and day-to-day practice?

3.   When will action be taken to rectify those areas of legislation that have been found to be inconsistent with the Convention?  

In respect of articles 42 and 44.6

1.   What public awareness campaigns have been initiated on children’s rights aimed at children and the general public?

2.   What evidence is there of systematic training in the Convention of all professional people working with children?
d. Health   Summary statement from this discussion.  The record of this discussion is found in Appendix iiid of the full report.

What are our priorities for action?

· Address disparities 

· Priority should be given to development of Maori health services and Maori workforce development to improve Maori  health, and also to the  ability of mainstream services to assist Maori health.

· Develop Pacific Health services and Pacific health workforce 

· Implementation of strategies impacting on child health, putting the child at the centre with structural accountability  

· Allocation of responsibility for implementing strategies

· Reporting of regular data from every DHB and TLA through to Ministers

· Maximize potential of maternity and well child services and support for families.

3 Questions CRC should ask NZ Government:

1.   What happened to the NZ Child Health Strategy?

2.   What have you done to address disparities?

3.   What are the interventions you are going to do to address the increasing disparities   amongst Maori, Pacific and lower socio-economic groups?

3 Recommendations CRC could make to NZ Government:

see priorities

5.  Follow up

The draft Government report to UN committee is due to be issued in May/June 2008.  Taking into account the Priorities for Action identified here, and the questions/action request of UN Committee, members of each of the following Discussion Groups should study and comment on the issues raised by government and our own discussions.  Once the final report of Government is issued subsequent action can be evaluated.

Actions agreed to be taken in respect of the following groups should now be in progress:

· Definition of the Child

· Education                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

· General Measures

· Health

6.  Reflections and Learning

The Executive Sub Committee made these follow up notes on 15 April

· General satisfaction that the workshop had been a success – and that the strength of planning and preparation had been important in this.

· Group facilitators do need to have in-depth knowledge of the topic being discussed.    Many of the participants had not read the materials (perhaps too complex for non-experts, perhaps deeper briefing of facilitators needed).

· Venue was adequate but noisy for group discussions upstairs.   Difficult to accommodate more than the 27 attending (bigger venue would allow more groups – increase complexity).  

Action

Peter is going to change the headings in the template to reflect the Clusters of topics required for UN CRC Report.  (ESC Minutes 15 April)

Committee meeting comments (22 April)

· Success appreciated.   Came in well under budget.
· Power of preparation noted and importance to start early for 2009 workshop
· Reporting back to participants and posting on Website important
· Day long meeting suggested for November 2008 for first preparation session
· Need to advertise the next round of topics (clusters).   
Copies this Report and Website information are being prepared for dissemination.

Executive sub committee will follow up on Working Papers and use of template to align Working papers with overview materials and relevant documents and earlier ACYA comments.

ACYA   WORKSHOP








(  The 2009 Workshop will address the remaining themes that the UN Committee wants reported on.
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