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PARTICIPATE
The Government is to make public in August the draft report on children, those under 18 years of age, about one million one hundred thousand New Zealanders.
The report is sent to the United Nations Committee in Geneva that works on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The previous report is dated December 2000. The UN committee discussed it with the Government in September 2003 and issued a document known as the “Concluding Observations” that includes many recommendations to the Government on the lives and wellbeing of children.

Individuals, clubs, church groups, associations and non- government organisations (NGOs) are invited to study the draft report and comment.

We have made a summary of the issues raised by the UN in 2003:

" 

http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=79


QUESTIONS

We will now progressively pose questions under each of the eight headings used y the committee.  Not every one of our ACYA members will agree with each of the comments or how the question is posed but all agree that they want improvements to the wellbeing of children. How we work through the issues engenders the debate and solutions.

We are not yet seeking the answers to the questions posed but hope they will be a sound preparation to consider the draft Government report and elicit a response when required.

That an election will be held in the September/November period also raises issues on how each political party sees the issues and their solution.

Versions of the convention and the UN report are on our website.

http://www.acya.org.nz/
QUESTIONS- GENERAL MEASURES: PART A
(Articles 4.42 &44 para 6)

AN EXTRACT:

Policies for Children

The Agenda for Children was published in 2002 and the Government told the Committee that it provided a national plan of action for improving the rights of children and young people. The Agenda was a far-reaching document based to some extent on the provisions of the Convention. However a fundamental flaw with Agenda for Children was that it was framed in generalities and had no binding force on government agencies. ACYA’s recent review of the implementation of each of the areas of the Agenda found there has been no systematic implementation of the Agenda. The Youth Development Strategy Aotearoa appears to have some currency, and is better because it does contain some specific recommendations.

Q 1 a (i): What has happened to the Agenda for Children?

Q 1 a (ii):  Has anything taken its place? Is there going to be an overarching strategy for ensuring the rights and wellbeing of children and young people?

Permanent mechanism to address the issues arising from the convention

There has been some discussion among children’s advocates on the best structures within central government to co-ordinate policy and services to protect and enhance the wellbeing of children, but there has not been widespread public discussion. Other countries have used a range of options within Cabinet (such as a senior Cabinet Minister for Children) to address this issue. 

Q 1 b: How will what the Agenda for Children called “a whole child approach” be achieved throughout all levels of Government? 

The continuation of the text is at: http://www.acya.org.nz/
PACIFIC ISLAND CHILDREN

The Race Relations Commissioner is undertaking a review of issues raised by the release of a discussion paper on immigration policy by Dr Greg Clydesdale of Massey University's Department of Management and International Business. The paper's conclusions, particularly in relation to Pacific peoples' migration, have prompted extensive discussion.

The review will include:

*the release of the discussion paper and its impact 

*the available data on the social, economic, and cultural contribution  of Pacific peoples to New Zealand, 

*the available data on the current socio-economic situation of Pacific peoples in New Zealand 

*media coverage of the discussion paper. 

You are invited to provide input into the review through the form on the Human Rights Commission’s website, which also contains a number of documents and news items relevant to the review. Submissions close 30 June 2008. http://www.hrc.co.nz/home/default.php 


INCOME SPLITTING – A POLICY DOCUMENT

Media release 27th April 2008 by IRD:

"A government discussion document released today seeks comment on the idea of allowing families with children to split their income for tax purposes, to reduce the amount of income tax they pay. It covers existing government measures to help families with children, the advantages and disadvantages of income splitting and how it might work, and how it would affect families with different incomes and different combinations of income"

Our enquiries lead us to believe there is no support for the proposition among child advocates. For instance CPAG on page 67 of their latest publication "Left Behind" are opposed. Submissions are required by 30th June 2008
Best Wishes, ACYA

24th June 2008

Emails to: feedback@acya.org.nz. If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters,

