This CHILD RIGHTS E News 96 tells you about:

PARTICIPATE  (3) & (4)

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS SUBMISSION

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

PARTICIPATE (3)
As part of the review of the draft Government report to UN each of the 8 cluster group topics are reviewed progressively

3 GENERAL PRINCIPLES
Covers:
(a) Removal of discrimination and racism through careful analysis.
(b) Identify which particular groups of children face problems of health, 
education, the law and social wellbeing. Identify reasons.
(c) ensure legislation provides for children to be heard in formal circumstances 
such as in parent separation, when before the courts or while in care.


4 CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
Covers:
(a) Reduction and elimination of child abuse.
(b) Identify strategies to reduce family violence.
(c) Review of services to ensure victims of abuse receive appropriate treatment.
(d) Public awareness campaigns to reduce abuse and violence. 
(e) Ensure agencies coordinate their responses when abuse is suspected.
(f) Promote non violent resolution of disputes.
(g) Enforce legislation that leads to the reduction of corporal punishment

PARTICIPATE  (4)

 

5 FAMILY ENVIRONMNT AND ALTERNATIVE CARE

Covers:

Improvements to CYF services to be identified

Qualifications are required for social workers assisting children

Children placed in care are to have a periodic review of their treatment

Increased resources to be allocated to alternative care facilities

Adoption laws are required to be reviewed to promote children’s best interests

 

 

6 BASIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

Covers:

Resources are to be allocated to implement Child health Strategy.

Universal immunization rates to be improved

Infant mortality rates to be reduced

Remove health disparities in Maori and ethnic communities

Reduce youth suicide

Reduce teenage pregnancies

Address binge drinking and other alcohol related problems

Strengthen mental health counselling services especially in rural areas

NZ disability Strategy to have adequate resources allocated for children

Poverty is to be addressed, and extended family structures recognised

 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS SUBMISSION
OVERVIEW statement in opening paragraph to ACYA  submission:
ACYA welcomes this opportunity to consider aspects of the operations of the department as concerns children, those under the age of 18 years.
Our Recommendations are:
· Compliance with Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
· All under 18year olds, both male and female, should be separated and steps taken to enforce safety of children when in transit or off site 
· The need for a senior management position to be created to oversee the welfare and protection of children in the Department’s control and to ensure compliance with the Act, Regulations and international human rights conventions to which New Zealand is a party 
· The need for specific training at all levels of the Department on the requirements of CRC, CAT and ICCPR in view of the vulnerable position of children and the need for effective rehabilitation and reintegration. Ensuring that all Agencies and Contractors are aware of the Departments obligations to children.
· Better treatment for mothers with babies in prison. 

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW
The Human Rights Commission have advised us of a new report to the United Nations that is to cover the six core International Instruments is required of New Zealand by May 2009. ACYA will be interested to look at each of the core documents and the reports to date to make an NGO response. We suggest interested parties make a diary note for mid July.

Best Wishes, ACYA

5th June 2008

Emails to: feedback@acya.org.nz. If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters,

