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Youth Protection

The CYF Amendment (No6) Bill is important and submissions close 28th April 2008.

The UN Committee Recommendations asked the Government to extend the Act to cover 17 year olds. This bill addresses this issue and we support this aspect. Other aspects of the bill need more discussion. Robert Ludbrook has The UN Committee for the Convention in their 2003 once again made a detailed submission.

Local child

On 29th February 2008 we wrote to Hon N Mahuta, Minister for Local Government. We noted the Government had ratified the Convention. We asked about the role of the Government ensuring all local entities were aware of their delegated responsibilities. The reply of the Minister dated 2nd April included the following text “As a result, while the Central government takes its UNCROC commitments very seriously, it does not issue directives to local bodies or develop specific procedures for their compliance with the Convention…”.

This answer and the implication for all International Instruments, not covered by legislation, needs to be challenged as it undermines the well being of children and others protected by Conventions.

Youth declaration 2008

Well done UNYANZ Auckland for an organised gathering of over 120 and the ability to present a Declaration by the 4pm closing. 

Child Soldiers

World-renowned expert on child protection Dr Mike Wessells is visiting New Zealand in early May.

Dr Wessells is a professor at Columbia University, an advisor to the United Nations and governments, and an author of several books. His most recent book, published last year, is Child Soldiers: From Violence to Protection.
Dr Wessells is providing two talks are free of charge:

Auckland CBD Wednesday 7th May lunchtime

Wellington CBD Friday 9th May lunchtime

If you would like to attend, please call 0800 223 111 to give us an idea of numbers. Contact Kiri Carter, ChildFund New Zealand or  register online at: 

http://www.childfund.org.nz/register
Best Wishes, ACYA
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