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CIVIL RIGHTS & CHILDREN

The government has issued its response to the Human Rights Committee List of Issues. Matters affecting children are:

Q4 Para 12-16 Family Court
Q8 Para 34-38 Operation 8 Ruatoki
Q16 Para 91-102 Tasers
Q17 Para 103-106 Trafficking
Q22 Para 123-131 Rights of the child
Q23 Para 132-139 Child Maltreatment
Q24 Para 137-139 Minimum Age for Prosecution

We addressed these issues in our January submission to HR Committee, without knowledge of the Government response. The meeting with Committee is during the 98th session 8-26 March 2010 New York. The outcome report will be useful for the CRC 2010 report.

http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=14&View=FullStory&newsID=459

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY NAME SUPPRESSION

UNICEF NZ has questioned the name suppression of a prominent businessman in a case of downloading pornographic images of children. http://www.unicef.org.nz/article/1322/UseofchildrensimagesinpornographyharmfultoallchildrenUNICEF.html

CHILD POVERTY: CHILD EYES

The Children’s Commissioner has issued a report "This is how I see it"

"Children, young people and young adults views and experiences of poverty" is also part of the title. Between August 2007 and June 2008 nine community partners were interviewed..

For more information visit:http://www.occ.org.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/7118/OCC_Photovoice_260110.pdf
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

NEW  WEBSITE FOR CHILDREN –GLOBAL INITIATIVE TO END ALL CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

The Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children has launched a new website for children.  
It contains information about children campaigning to end corporal punishment in many countries. It also contains useful resources to help children and adults campaign together against corporal punishment. 
Visit this website at: http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org/children
 The debate in New Zealand about the use of physical punishment of children and law change involved limited but valuable and important opportunities for children to participate.  The new website reports on these. http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org/children/countries/new-zealand.html
MINIMUM WAGE FOR EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN

ACYA has written to the Human Rights Commission.
There are two issues of significance affecting child labour in New Zealand. The first is that not all 16 and 17 year olds are entitled to the minimum wage. The other is that there is no minimum wage for children under 16 years of age. In each case children are being discriminated against on the grounds of their age.ACYA has formally requested the Human Rights Commission to review Section 30 and s21(1)(i)(iii) of the HRA and indicate  
a) Whether the Commission agrees that these sections discriminate against under 18s on the grounds of their age.

b) if so, what steps in the Commission taking to remedy the situation and, in particular is the issue to be raised as part of the mid-term review of the Action Plan on Human Rights.

The HRC response will be crucial to feed into the CRC report and also an important step to secure equal wages for child workers. 
Chairperson, Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
17 February 2010
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