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YOUNG PEOPLE PARTICIPATE
Over 2009 and 2010, Save the Children NZ is doing some research throughout Aotearoa NZ on the Conventions of the Rights of the Child and young people's opinions about how well the NZ Government has followed this.

Visit our website to find out more: www.a12aotearoa.ning.com (you will need to create an account but this is just for your protection; the site is moderated so no one can bully or put down others).

We will be travelling the country, doing digital stories with groups of young people, surveys in some primary schools and an online survey with young people over 16. Most of the groups are with young people that often don't get a voice (refugees, young mums, those that have been in the justice system etc) but we are also doing six with groups of interest).

If you are interested, email Dr Fi at fiona@globaled.org.nz. If you are a young person over 16 and would like to take the survey then
Click Here to take the 2009-2010 UNCRC Survey

UNCROC AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AUCKLAND)
UNICEF have prepared a report that looks at the implications of UNCROC in the functions of Local Government , with particular reference to the Local Government (Auckland Council) proposed legislation. Here are the opening paragraphs:
“UNICEF is an international organisation established by the United Nations to advance the rights, protection and healthy development of all children. To achieve this UNICEF works in both long term development and emergency relief. Our mandate comes from the member states of the UN and the Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCROC). The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the most widely ratified UN treaty ever. This speaks decisively to the importance the world places on the wellbeing, protection and care of children. The New Zealand Government ratified this Convention in 1993.
We are pleased to have this opportunity to provide feedback to the Discussion Document on a Draft Organisational Structure and Staff Transition proposal of 2 November 2009.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCROC)
Goals for children’s wellbeing and the obligations of government agencies to take account of children in their planning and operations are clarified in the UNCROC.

The four principles of the UNCROC are as follows:

· Non discrimination

· Best interests of the child

· The right to life, survival and development

· Respect for the views of the child

New Zealand ratified the Convention in 1993 and in so doing committed itself to upholding children’s rights as stated in the UNCROC in policy, practice and, where feasible, in law.

UNICEF’s Position
Our feedback is in the form of a legal argument to legitimise and give effect to UNCROC in the new Auckland governance structure.
Our proposal for the establishment of a mechanism such as an Office for Children or a Children’s Issues Desk within the administrative structure of the Council is a critical first step. This mechanism must be adequately resourced, empowered and an integral part of the Council’s decision making functions”.

For more information contact Barbara Lambourn at: barbara@unicef.org.nz
For ACYA this is an important document that addresses issues that also affect District Health Boards and Boards of School Trustees.

CYF (Youth Court Jurisdiction and Orders) BILL
The 78 page Select Committee report is released. The first 20 pages go through the arguments of how to handle 12-13 year olds and their proposed treatment at law and other matters. Labour and Greens quoted UNCROC and dissented. The report is at:
http://www.parliament.nz/NR/rdonlyres/E070BF80-ECCA-473E-88C5-08090460544F/117818/DBSCH_SCR_4537_ChildrenYoungPersonsandTheirFamilie.pdf

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
You may be interested that the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has released its reporting guidelines for the State.

You can download a PDF at:

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRPD/CRPD-C-2-3.pdf
These guidelines are intended for States Parties when developing their periodic reports on implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

OECD –DOING BETTER FOR CHILDREN
The well-being of children is high on the policy agenda across the OECD. But what is the actual state of child well-being today? How much are governments spending on children and are they spending it at the right times? What social and family policies have the most impact during children’s earliest years? Is growing up in a single-parent household detrimental to children? Is inequality that persists across generations a threat to child well-being? Doing Better for Children addresses these questions and more.
http://www.oecd.org/document/12/0,3343,en_2649_34819_43545036_1_1_1_37419,00.html
New Zealand has a mixed result.
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