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SEEN BUT NOT HEARD
The opening paragraphs:
“John Hancock and Vanushi Walters (of YouthLaw) celebrate 20 years of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and address the need for a complaints mechanism 

On 20 November, the world will celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCROC). UNCROC marked a milestone in the development of children’s rights as the first internationally binding instrument that recognised the need to assign special rights to children having regard to both their implicit vulnerability and their potential to contribute to society.  

The twentieth anniversary provides us with a timely opportunity to reflect on the development and recognition of children’s rights in the past few decades, and provides a marker to facilitate thinking about how these rights and the frameworks that protect them must continue to develop in the coming years.

Declaration of Geneva and UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child
The first attempt to list a set of fundamental children’s rights or safeguards of protection was made by Eglantyne Jebb, the founder of International de Secours a l’Enfant (the International Save the Children Union), in her Declaration of the Rights of the Child. The Declaration, known as the Declaration of Geneva, was borne, in part, out of Jebb’s work with the children of Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, who had suffered extreme hardship during WWI and in its wake, due to economic collapse brought by war and the armistice conditions.

The Declaration of Geneva was later endorsed by the League of Nations General Assembly in 1924 and was adopted in a slightly amended form by the United Nations in 1946, the year of the first meeting of the UN. In 1959, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child, which affirmed 10 Principles relating to the rights of children”

The text continues with an exploration of New Zealand’s responses to UNCROC and looks to the future in respect of the proposed new Optional Protocol on a complaints procedure. The article is at:
http://www.nzlawyermagazine.co.nz/CurrentIssue/Issue125/125F6/tabid/2058/Default.aspx

UPR & CHILDREN
Background
Following a meeting with the New Zealand Government in May 2009 in respect of the Universal Periodic Review the UN Human Rights Council issued a draft report with Recommendations. The New Zealand Government responded in August 2009. The report was adopted in September 2009. ACYA has reviewed the Government response from a child rights point of view based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCROC). Detail is at our Home page:  http:/www.acya.org.nz/


CHILD AND FAMILY PROTECTION BILL
Purpose
“The aim of this Bill is to amend the Domestic Violence Act 1995, the Care of Children Act 2004 and the Adoption Act 1955 and to make consequential amendments to the Summary Proceedings Act 1957, the Extradition Act 1999, and the Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Act 1992. The Bill arises from the fact that " ...issues have been identified with [the] current legislation that restrict the ability of the State to protect the welfare and best interests of children and their families" 

In addition this bill, if passed, will enable the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, signed in 2000 to be ratified. The bill awaits a first reading.

SUMMIT ON CHILDREN
Every Child Counts held a summit in Auckland and made lots of recommendations.
http://www.barnardos.org.nz/AboutUs/end-of-summit-statement-24September09


CHILD POVERTY ACTION GROUP HUI
Na Ta Tatou Rourou: with our basket, the children will prosper: 7- 8 October 2009

Necessary reading  as we prepare the next CRC report: http://www.cpag.org.nz/news/hui/

EDUCATION REVIEW OFFICE
The annual Report is now available.  It notes preparation for the updated New Zealand Curriculum and from our point of view we will be interested in resources available for human rights. Page 64 has an item on International students. Page 67 has a note on healthy foods in schools.  The report has much to offer.
http://ero.govt.nz/ero/publishing.nsf/Content/ann-rpt-jun09

SOCIAL REPORT 2009
This is a most useful source of information as ACYA prepares the next report to the UN.
http://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/corporate/annual-report/2008-09/
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