This CHILD RIGHTS E News 117 is about:
Reporting on the wellbeing of children

Background
The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) meets three times a year: January/February, May/June, September /October. The Government issued its 3rd & 4th Periodic Report to CRC in November 2008 .ACYA has been advised that the Pre Working session will be in October 2010 and that the CRC Report will be required by 1 July 2010.  The Plenary session may be in January/February 2011.
Pre Session Working Group for CRC
The Pre Session allows NGOs to meet with the committee members for 2x3 hour sessions, without Government presence. Arising from that meeting a “List of Issues’ is sent to the Government. The NGO Reports are prepared for that meeting, which takes place about four months before the Plenary Session. Youth may participate in the Pre session, but with a limited time frame.

ACYA aims to send three people to the Pre Session, including a lawyer and a Maori representative and an experienced child rights person.

Preparing the NGO Report
The planning, indentifying writers/commentators, monitoring, preparing and issuing the Report will be a major activity for ACYA in the 2009/10 year. The project commenced in June 2009.
NGO Group for CRC (NGO Group) has issued its 3rd edition of a “Guide to NGO Reporting to CRC”.

Plenary Session
The Government meets with the CRC for two three hour sessions on one day and NGOs may attend only as observers, but may talk to Committee members outside of sessions. ACYA intends to send at least one observer. ACYA may make a supplementary report

Concluding Observations
Arising from the Plenary Session the CRC issues  a report named “Concluding Observations” which includes Recommendations to the Government..

Post  Issue of Concluding Observations
ACYA will comment on the Concluding Observations and seek to dialogue with Government on a work programme.
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