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REPORTING TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
The next report is due to be sent to the Committee by 1st July 2010

ACYA has commenced planning the drafts of the report for public consultation in August 2009.

The Government issued its report in November 2008, available at:
http://www.myd.govt.nz/Rights/uncrocinnewzealand.aspx 

Save the Children New Zealand are considering how to engage with children and young people to hear their views.

The CRC Concluding Observations  issued in 2003 are available at:
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/898586b1dc7b4043c1256a450044f331/73f172e77b12c842c1256df20033829f/$FILE/G0344655.pdf
A simplified version is available at: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=80
A simplified version of the  Convention on the Rights of the Child is at: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=3

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY AND CHILDREN
This is the opening paragraph of our submission to the Department of labour::
“Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated (ACYA):
a) is pleased that contractors are covered by the Health and Safety in Employment Regulations  from 1st April 2009
b) notes the intention to protect children in the entertainment industry 
c) notes the proposed use of clauses  25-29 of the Code of Practice for the engagement of cast in the New Zealand screen production industry (known as the “Pink Book”)
d) finds that there is almost a cavalier attitude towards the protection of children in that the purpose of the proposed code is unclear, the text provided poor, an apparent lack of pre public consultation, and no clear reference to the implications of the Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCROC).”
Submission is at : http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28

AUCKLAND CITY
Again we quote the opening paragraph of our submission, this time to the Select Committee:
ACYA:  

1. Notes the recognized tension between the functions of the Auckland Council and the proposed Local Boards to protect and enhance the wellbeing of the local residents

2. Wishes to record the importance of the wellbeing of children, being those below the age of eighteen years

3. Seeks the recognition of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other United Nations Human Rights Treaties

4. Supports the submission of the Commissioner for Children

5. Recommends a new sub clause 13 (1 ) (g) to  identify children who are the vulnerable, disadvantaged and those needing special assistance; and re-number the current sub clause to (h).
The submission is at:  http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28
ILO 182 WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOUR
Thanks to an invitation by the NZCTU  we have been able to make observations on the draft report for the period 1 July 2007 to 31 May 2009 made by the Government of New Zealand
on the WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOUR CONVENTION, 1999 (No. 182).

Of particular concern is that the Optional Protocol for Sale of Children signed in 2000 has not been ratified because of a minor issue on amendment to Adoption laws. While we get assurances from the Ministry of Justice that work is under way that excuse runs a thin after five years. 
Anther issue needing more attention is the caring for the 200 or so child prostitutes who are involved in the trade, whether legally or otherwise. No Government Department seems to be taking the responsibility for working through the issues.  
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