This CHILD RIGHTS E News 112 tells you about:

HUMAN RIGHTS STATUS REPORT UPR & CHILDREN
ADVERTISING TO CHILDREN
WELCOME TO COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN
WORKSHOP REPORT 2009
HUMAN RIGHTS STATUS REPORT UPR & CHILDREN
The opening paragraphs of our comments of Universal Periodic Review draft report:
“The UN Human Rights Council  (HRC) has issued its draft report of the session with New Zealand on the 7th May 2009, Ref : A/HRC/WG.6/5/L.7 of 11th May 2009. The New Zealand Government has to respond to the report and a final version will be issued in September 2009

http://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session5/NZ/A_HRC_WG6_5_L7_NZ_E.pdf

It is appropriate to review the UPR reporting process and see how it responds to UNCROC. The format is to take the HRC Report and view it through the CRC Cluster Group headings,(with additions) as part of the preparation work for the next  CRC NGO alternative report to be prepared for ACYA. Under each Custer Group heading the CRC Recommendations in the 2003 Concluding Observations are indicated, with the paragraph references, in italics

Recommendations in the UPR report are underlined

1. General measures of Implementation

Withdrawal of Reservations (7) Tokelau (7) review of legislation (9), Agenda for Children/Youth Development Strategy (11), role of Children’s Commissioner’s Office (13), data collection (17), awareness campaigns & professional training for CRC

Government progressively to withdraw Reservations to all treaties (24); commenting on CRC Article 37 (c)- age mixing in prisons, and noted the Corrections Mothers with Babies Amendment Act ( 52)


Ukraine asked if CRC Reservations were intended to be withdrawn (34)”

No recommendation

For more information visit: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=40
ADVERTISING TO CHILDREN
An extract of our submission, and thanks to John Hancock, Senior Solicitor for YouthLaw for preparing the submission.
“However, our principle concern with the Code regards its inconsistency with UNCROC in terms of its definition of “children”, which accordingly impacts on its application. Given the plethora or advertising information and media available that is specifically targeted at children and young people, we consider that the principles of UNCROC provide important parameters in assessing the suitability of such advertising material.
We note that the Code defines the term “children” as meaning all persons “below the age of 14.” Clearly this definition is not consistent with Article 1 of UNCROC which defines children as “every human being below the age of eighteen years...”.
In addition, under the Care of Children Act 2004, legal guardianship terminates once a child reaches 18 years of age. The law also prescribes 18 as the age a person can enter into and be held to a contract, vote or purchase age-restricted products, such as alcohol and tobacco. It therefore follows that once a person reaches 18 they reach legal adulthood in the sense that they are legally autonomous from their parents or guardians, and generally have no legal restrictions on their ability to enter commercial transactions or purchase products”.
The submission is available at: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=28
WELCOME TO COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN
An extract of our letter to John Angus:
“Action for Children & Youth Aotearoa Inc. congratulates you on your appointment as Children’s Commissioner.    You are held in high regard for your work with vulnerable children and young people and your substantial contribution to the Children’s Rights Movement.   We are delighted that the Office will be in such safe hands for the next few months.  

We look forward to your leadership and strong advocacy for the wellbeing of children and young people in New Zealand.”

WORKSHOP REPORT 2009

On all four counts, the 2009 workshop was considerable success.  48 people attended (all or part of) the day, from a wide range of organisations, many of them specially targeted in our invitation.  We were pleased to see representatives from Grandparents Raising Grandchildren, Stop Domestic Violence, and Family Safety Teams as well as many friends who have been stalwarts of previous workshops in health, education, justice, and disability agencies.  Four discussion groups meet for two sessions, dividing into three topics:  Violence against children (2 groups), Family Environment, and Poverty. The rich diversity of people in each group meant discussions were lively and produced a depth of useful commentary which will feed into our Alternative NGO Report writing.   
The report is available via:  http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=40

Chairperson, Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
15th May  2009
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