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SCHOOL VIOLENCE, BULLYING AND ABUSE
The Human Rights Commission has just released its report

The report "School violence, bullying and abuse" is a human rights analysis of the situation that affects many schools. It focuses on whether and to what extent the rights to education and personal security and the principles of natural justice are promoted and protected by legislation and applied in policies and practices dealing with the management of peer-to-pear bullying, violence and abuse.

The 3rd & 4th Periodic Report by Government to the Committee on the Rights of the Child does not address the issue by name although it mentions behavioral problems on page 82.

We will be interested in the response to the report.

For more information visit: http://www.hrc.co.nz/hrc_new/hrc/cms/files/documents/02-Apr-2009_12-23-18_Human_Rights_School_Violence_V4.pdf


	



SCHOOL SAFETY
School safety: an inquiry into the safety of students at school

The Commissioner for Children has published a 173 page report by Dr Janis Carroll-Lind looking at a range of issues.
Media statement  from the office of the commissioner for Children:
“Schools must be safe, Children's Commissioner says 
It is unacceptable that some children in New Zealand are afraid to go to school for fear of bullying, Children's Commissioner Dr Cindy Kiro said today (Monday 16 March) on the release of her report into school safety.

The report, School safety: An inquiry into the safety of students at school, was prompted by indications that school violence and bullying was affecting the welfare of a number of New Zealand students and that bullying was evident at some time in every school”
Taken together these two documents will help School Trustees address the issues around bullying at school and in particular how to address the victim’s rights.
For more information visit: http://www.occ.org.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/6028/OCC_SchoolSafetyReport_160309.pdf

UNDERTAKING CHILD IMPACT ASSESSMENTS IN AOTEAROA
The Children's Commissioner and UNICEF report addresses children in the decision making process of local government

The title is "Undertaking child impact assessments in Aotearoa New Zealand Local authorities: evidence, practice ideas" and the publication has been assisted by AUT.

The local environment where children live, learn and play is often dictated by the provisions of the Local Authority. What voice do children have?

For more information visit: http://www.unicef.org.nz/store/doc/OCC_CIA_180309.pdf
ADVERTISING TO CHILDREN
We have received from the Advertising Standards Authority an invitation to make a submission on
a) Code of advertising to children
b) Code of advertising of food

Although separate they have obvious links and are being treated as a combined submission opportunity. Of key concern is the definition of Children as those under 14 years of age. This is in spite of a text referring to UNCROC and quoting Articles 3, 13 and 17 (e). The Broadcasting Standards Authority has a similar truncated definition.

Cultural aspects are not addressed. Are there any? Are the rights of disabled children protected?

Submissions are due 13TH MAY 2009

For more information visit: http://www.asa.co.nz/
VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
Article 19 of UNCROC requires the State to protect children from all forms of physical or mental abuse or injury, neglect, maltreatment, including sexual abuse, and provide social programmes and supportive programmes (shortened text)
In what circumstances is child abuse easy to define and act upon in family situations, and when does it get more complicated?

How do we evaluate if Government support programmes for child?
http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=14&View=FullStory&newsID=402
Chairperson, Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
14th April  2009
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