This CHILD RIGHTS E News 110 tells you about:
SUGGESTED PLEDGES
CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE
THE CHILD CARE TRANSITION
GRASS ROOTS VOICES
FAMILY ENVIRONMENT

SUGGESTED PLEDGES
The Government is seeking a seat on the UN Human Rights Council. Making pledges is part of the process.

ACYA recommended pledges of the New Zealand Government to the UN Human Rights Council.
Pledges to the Human Rights Council that the NZ government demonstrates 
1. its commitment to UNCROC by withdrawing all reservations and by ratifying the Optional Protocol of the Sale of Children by the end 2011;
2. its commitment to the Rights of Indigenous peoples by accepting the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples before the end of 2011;
3. its commitment to the rights of every child by taking actions which will ensure that by end of 2015 no child is living below the poverty line as measured by 60% of the contemporary median income after housing costs

ACYA Committee
23rd March 2009

We had a discussion on how many pledges we should suggest and decided on three. We then had to choose among topics. These were chosen because we believe that 1 & 2 are not only achievable but overdue.

Child poverty is a complex social and economic issue. But unless it is solved many of the social problems facing New Zealand will escalate. We recognise the current economic recession but this is the time to protect the vulnerable.
CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE
ACYA has made a further submission dated 24th March 2009 which updates our report of 13th September 2008
http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=14&View=FullStory&newsID=392
THE CHILD CARE TRANSITION
UNICEF, the child care transition, Innocenti Report Card No 8 UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, Florence. Dated April 2008

This is ground breaking work as it sets up for OECD countries 10 benchmarks. New Zealand meets 6 of them.

The report is comprehensive and very easy to read both for educators and parents.

For more information visit: http://www.unicef-irc.org/
GRASS ROOTS VOICES
On 27 February 2009, NZCCSS published Grassroots Voices. This research focuses on family and whanau experiences of receiving support services from Christian social services and government agencies. It draws on interviews with 130 social service clients, 82 social workers and 33 social service agency CEOs.
http://www.nzccss.org.nz/site/home.php
FAMILY ENVIRONMENT
At our March workshop we selected three topics. Family Environment data previously appeared on our website Homepage.

http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=14&View=FullStory&newsID=396
Chairperson, Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
30th March  2009
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