This CHILD RIGHTS E News 109 tells you about:
REPORT ON CHILDREN
CHILD DISCIPLINE AND THE LAW
MONITORING PLACES OF DETENTION
E NEWS 107 & 8

REPORT ON CHILDREN
The Government’s 3rd & 4th Periodic Report to United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child was sent to Geneva in November 2008 and is now available to the public:
http://www.myd.govt.nz/Publications/Rights/thirdandfourthperiodicreportforthe.aspx
The three Reservations remain in place and the Optional Protocol in respect of the Sale of Children signed in September 2000 still remains to be ratified. The Alternative Report which we will make in response to the Government still does not have a target date but is unlikely to be in required in 2009.

 CHILD DISCIPLINE AND THE LAW
Barnardos in association with EPOCH and Families Commission have issued a useful pamphlet setting out the legal position of the effects of Section 59 Crimes Act 1961. The law change does not permit parents and other care givers when hitting a child to have a defence of disciplining a child.  The law change is a good thing. Police have the discretion not to prosecute for a trivial reason. There have been remarkably few cases where the police have brought charges. 
The text is available as follows:
http://www.barnardos.co.nz/AboutUs/section59-parenting-pamphlet.pdf
MONITORING PLACES OF DETENTION
The initial report to the UN for the year ending 30 June 2008 is now available at the Human Rights Commission website. OPCAT stands for the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture. The Office of the Commissioner for Children has made its report and there a number of issues raised in respect of children.
http://www.hrc.co.nz/hrc_new/hrc/cms/files/documents/13-Feb-2009_17-25-58_OPCAT_2008_Report.pdf
E NEWS 107 & 8
Due to a fault with our website database there was a problem with the distribution of two recent E news. For those who missed them here is an update.
E News 107- issued 3rd February, now an amended version.
DISABLED PERSONS CONFERENCE
Prof G Quinn was  the guest speaker in Auckland on Friday 20th February 2009. Auckland Disability Law, Human Rights Commission and others  sponsored the session. The discussion covered the monitoring of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
For more information visit: info@adl.org.nz
WIKICHILD
Wikichild is an online source for child well-being research and data. It draws inspiration from the UNCRC, and serves as an information hub for the community engaged in the development of concepts, data collection tools, analysis and research on child well-being in developed as well as developing countries. 

Wikichild belongs to a group of wiki-sites, including Wikigender.org, under Wiki-progress.  The plan is to launch Wikichild in mid-2009. A consortium of institutions will manage and contribute to Wikichild in the start-up stages.  The consortium includes the OECD Social Policy Division, the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, the International Society of Child Indicators (ISCI), the University of Auckland, New Zealand, and Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa, New Zealand.  

WEBSPACES FOR YOUTH
What makes websites attractive to youth- an academic approach. The Exploration and Conceptualisation of Web Spaces for Youth by Shahper Vodanovich and David Sundaram, Department of Information Systems and Operations Management, University of Auckland Business School .  For more information contact: s.vodanovich@auckland.ac.nz

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
Make Inclusive Education Happen is the name of the conference to be held at Te Papa, Wellington 28-30 September 2009. Calls for papers were required by 27th February 2009.

For more information visit: www.imaginebetter.co.nz

GAZA
Letter to Hon Murray McCully, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 27th January 2009
an extract:
‘We are very concerned about the effects of the Gaza conflict on children and believe New Zealand can contribute constructively in support of the protection of these children.  We note with appreciation the public statements you have made and New Zealand’s aid support for the humanitarian work of the International Committee of the Red Cross”.

A reply has subsequently been received and quoted recent Government press releases.

E News  108 issued 10th February  was the invitation to our workshop.
All places are now taken. Our website home page will progressively cover the three identified topics.
Chairperson, Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
4th March  2009
More information at www.acya.org.nz
Emails to: feedback@acya.org.nz. if you no longer wish to receive our newsletters,
