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CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
In respect of Civil and Political Rights issues
If the purpose of the Covenant is the current and future wellbeing of a well ordered society then issues to be addressed in the New Zealand Government 5th Periodic Report should include:
a) An explanation of their current position towards acceptance of the Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples
b) The growth of criminal gangs in the last ten years and the extensive use of pure methamphetamine, known as “P” in society
c)The effects of climate change not only in New Zealand but also in those Pacific Island territories that have New Zealand citizens, together with environmental issues including the need to improved air and water quality.

In respect of the wellbeing of children
Across the Articles there are four issues that need to be addressed by Government to substantially improve the outcomes for current and future children, namely:
d) Address the issues of child poverty by establishing a number of key indicators and working within a set timetable to reduce them progressively
e) Identify the extent of child abuse, its causative factors and set out a programme to reduce it substantially in the next five years
f) Admit the disparity of outcomes for Maori and Pacific Island children in health and education, and work with local communities to reduce the differentials within five years
g) Create a comprehensive policy and plan for children by December 2009.

In respect of child rights
The Government needs to:
h) Complete the work necessary to remove the Reservation to Article 37(C) of UNCRC, age mixing in prisons /detention, and provide education and health facilities to children not legally in New Zealand by the end of 2009
i) Complete the adoption legislative changes so that the Optional Protocol to CRC Sale of Children  signed in 2000 can be ratified by 30th June 2010
j)  Determine if it is committed to removing the Reservation to Article 32(2) of UNCRC, no minimum age for child work, by 30th June 2010. 

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY AND CHILDREN
The Department of Labour has prepared a draft Approved Code of Practice to protect children and young people who work as contractors in the entertainment industry. From 1st April 2009 contractors are protected by the health and safety in employment regulations. This code will apply to children who are paid for working in live theatre, or making advertisements, taking part in film or DVD shoots. We have serious misgivings about the proposed code.

AUCKLAND CITY
The Government has called for submissions by 26th June on the Local Government (Auckland Council) Bill. This is the second of three bills. Our concern is that the lives of children are protected and enhanced. One major issue to be addressed is how the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other Human rights Treaties apply to local governance. We estimate there are about 250,000  children, those under the age of 18 years, in the proposed city. Their needs and aspirations will need to be addressed as well as some innovative thinking to address a number of social issues.
RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Submission extract:  to John Hayes MP, Chairperson & Members
Foreign affairs & Trade Select Committee:
The Treaty of Waitangi has become a cornerstone of our society fabric and a founding document. The Government recognizes inequalities for Maori. In the Government UNIVERSAL Periodic Review report to the UN Human Rights Council under key human rights Priorities number f) reads:“strengthening the partnership between the government and Maori by continuing to support Maori to realise their potential and continuing the momentum of achieving fair, just and practical settlements of historic claims under the Treaty of Waitangi.”

The daft report of the  UPR meeting in May 2009 with the UN Human Rights Council addressed Maori  issues at paragraphs 6,7,12, 13, 14, 22 and particularly No 15 which addressed the Declaration. In that text the following is noted
“The New Zealand Prime Minister has indicated that he would like to see New Zealand move to support the declaration provided that New Zealand can protect the unique and advanced framework that has been developed for the resolution of issues related to indigenous rights. That framework has been developed in the context of New Zealand’s existing legal arrangements and democratic process.”   Subsequently Conclusions and Recommendations 8-10 sought acceptance by the Government of the Declaration
. 
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