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WEBSPACES FOR YOUTH
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
GAZA

DISABLED PERSONS CONFERENCE
Prof G Quinn will be the guest speaker in Auckland on Friday 20th February 2009. Auckland Disability Law, Human Rights Commission and others are sponsoring a session from 10.30 am to 2 pm at Western Springs Garden Hall, 956 Gt North Road, Western Springs, Auckland. The discussion will be on the monitoring of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

For more information visit: info@adl.org.nz
WIKICHILD
Wikichild is an online source for child well-being research and data. It draws inspiration from the UNCRC, and serves as an information hub for the community engaged in the development of concepts, data collection tools, analysis and research on child well-being in developed as well as developing countries. 

Wikichild belongs to a group of wiki-sites, including Wikigender.org, under Wiki-progress.  The plan is to launch Wikichild in mid-2009. A consortium of institutions will manage and contribute to Wikichild in the start-up stages.  The consortium includes the OECD Social Policy Division, the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, the International Society of Child Indicators (ISCI), the University of Auckland, New Zealand, and Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa, New Zealand.  

WEBSPACES FOR YOUTH
What makes websites attractive to youth- an academic approach.

The Exploration and Conceptualisation of Web Spaces for Youth by Shahper Vodanovich and David Sundaram, Department of Information Systems and Operations Management, University of Auckland Business School 
Extract from the abstract:
“We begin this paper with a review of the concept of youth well-being. This is followed by an examination of how youth well-being can be enhanced through web spaces. From this examination we propose a framework that enables us to analyse existing youth web spaces as well as inform the design of new youth web spaces. We explore web spaces that enable an interactive environment for youth where they are not only provided with relevant information but also attempt to foster a community environment where they are empowered to collaborate with their peers, decision makers and legislators. The importance of this environment lies in its ability to facilitate the well-being of youth by enabling them to be able to discuss any pressing issues and concerns relevant to themselves and make a contribution to policies and laws at the local, national and global level. In order to better understand the types of current web spaces available for youth, this paper will provide an analysis of two representative youth web spaces. For more information contact: s.vodanovich@auckland.ac.nz

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
Make Inclusive Education Happen is the name of the conference to be held at Te Papa, Wellington 28-30 September 2009. Calls for papers have be made and are required by 27th February 2009.

For more information visit: www.imaginebetter.co.nz

GAZA
Letter to Hon Murray McCully, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 27th January 2009
an extract:
‘We are very concerned about the effects of the Gaza conflict on children and believe New Zealand can contribute constructively in support of the protection of these children.  We note with appreciation the public statements you have made and New Zealand’s aid support for the humanitarian work of the International Committee of the Red Cross.

We hope that the current ceasefire leads to a true cessation of hostilities. New Zealand is well-regarded as an international citizen. This reputation means that New Zealand has the opportunity – and moral responsibility – to speak out on behalf of those who are most vulnerable in international conflicts.

We draw to your attention the recent statement of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child which began:
"The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child is deeply concerned at the devastating effects that the current military engagement in Gaza is having on children. Hundreds of children have been killed or injured, many seriously. Many others have lost their loved ones. The continuous fighting and destruction of livelihoods and basic infrastructures, severely compromise enjoyment of human rights especially in relation to health, education and family life. Children have also experienced serious difficulties in accessing humanitarian aid. The emotional and psychological effects of these events on an entire generation of children will be severe.” 
Chairperson, ACYA
Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
3rd February 2009
More information at www.acya.org.nz
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