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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
The 10th December 2008 celebrates 40 years of this founding Human Rights Treaty. The Human Rights Commission has issued a statement to Parliament.
http://www.acya.org.nz/
WAITING TO SEE
ACYA is watching with interest to see how the Government's first 100 days affects the lives of children and young people.

In our reports for the United Nations we drew attention to four key issues:
*child poverty- how will Government alleviate poverty in the current financial turmoil?
*violence to children- what steps will be taken to address this issue? We compliment the NZ Herald on their recent articles.
* Disparity of outcomes- what improvements will there be to outcomes in health and education for Maori and Pacific Island children?
* need for improved resources and planning for children's welfare.
We are of the opinion that the Office of the Children's Commissioner needs more resources. If the sharing of resources with the Families Commissioner improves performance but not at the cost of the Children's Commissioners independence that may be valuable.
Most importantly there needs to be a clear and comprehensive policy for the wellbeing of New Zealand children. The "Agenda for Children" is now out of date.

ACYA WORKSHOP 2009
ACYA will hold its annual workshop in Auckland on Saturday 7th March 2009
As in the last three years we will hold a workshop in Auckland. Topics will include:
* completion of the review of subjects addressed by UNCROC
* commentary on the Government report to UN
* strategic review progress.
Further details will be announced in February, but please note your diaries.
YOUTH DECLARATION  2009
United Nations Youth Association of New Zealand  (UNYANZ) is to hold their second gathering in Auckland on 18th and 19th April 2009. ACYA will be a sponsor. 
NZ ACTION PLAN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
The Human Rights Commission has issued the NZAPHR mid term review and is now seeking comment and most importantly looking forward to the next update in 2010. In respect of child rights issues there has been some progress as identified in the Government’s 3rd & 4th Periodic report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child ( should be publicly available in January) but much needs to be done.


http://www.hrc.co.nz/home/hrc/newsandissues/nzaphrthenextstep/nzaphrthenextstep.php
YOUNG AND ACCOUNTABLE- UNICEF NZ
UNICEF NZ have issued two papers under this heading and pose the question: Should NZ lower the age of Criminal Prosecution?  Given the new Government’s law and order position this makes for an interesting debate.
http://www.unicef.org.nz/page/64/Currentissues.html

CHILD POVERTY- HRC
Commission calls for action on children poverty.
The Human Rights Commission’s submission to a new international human rights monitoring process has recommended the country adopt a national plan to combat child poverty with a clear timeline and targets.

Chief Human Rights Commissioner Rosslyn Noonan said, “When children experience poverty it undermines the most basic of human rights. We share the public’s concern at the presence of violence, bullying and harassment in too many New Zealand homes, schools and workplaces and urge that dealing with child poverty become a national priority.” 

The report also includes calls for a strengthening of victims’ rights, targets for participation of people with disabilities in the public sector, targets for reducing the gender pay gap and the removal of barriers to education for all students.

http://www.hrc.co.nz/home/hrc/newsandissues/commissioncallsforactiononchildrenpoverty.php
Best wishes
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