This CHILD RIGHTS E News 93 tells you about:

WEBSITE ASSISTANT

YOUTH DECLARATION 2008 

FAMILIES DAY 

LEFT BEHIND- CPAG PUBLICATION

Website Assistant

Our current administrator is unable to continue to help us and we are very sorry to lose Fred Tan's services. This is a volunteer appointment with a commitment of around 2 HOURS A FORTNIGHT depending on the agreed scope of work. Currently the Office administrator prepares the texts and the Website Assistant will issue E Newsletters and help keep the website tidy. 
Our activity is to promote the rights and protection of children and this work will appeal to someone with an interest in human rights and moderate computer skills. We are also considering a range of developments.
Location: Probably Auckland to facilitate training and communication.
More information is available from Peter Shuttleworth, email: feedback@acya.org.nz.";
	


YOUTH DECLARATION 2008 

The inaugural Youth Declaration 2008 was held on Saturday April 12th at the University of Auckland. The aim of Youth Declaration was to provide a forum where young people of New Zealand could voice their opinions on a range of issues. At the conference, around 130 delegates were divided into twelve groups: the Rights of the Child, New Zealand on the International Scene, Indigenous Issues in New Zealand, Sustainable Energy, Social Gender Issues, Where New Zealand’s Economic Future Lies, Poverty, Health, Religion in New Zealand, Education, the Justice System and Immigration and Citizenship. All delegates, guests and facilitators agreed that Youth Declaration was an enjoyable and successful event. 

UNYANZ Auckland will also make an electronic copy of the booklet available from the unyanz website (www.unyanz.co.nz). 

Please contact Elizabeth Chan, UNYANZ Auckland President at Auckland@unyanz.co.nz if you have any feedback or suggestions. We would love to hear from you. 

ACYA was pleased to sponsor and work with UNYANZ on this informative project. As always where discussion is free ranging, ACYA members may not necessarily agree with every aspect of the Declaration.

Families Day 15th May 2008

The Families Commission invites families to participate and be part of the International Day for Families 2008.

For more information visit: www.nzfamilies.org.nz
Left Behind- CPAG Publication

Left well behind How social and income inequalities damage 180,000 New Zealand children-CPAG launch with much media interest. 

Child Poverty Action Group launched their new publication on 
Monday, April 28th 2008, The NZ Herald Auckland, The Press Christchurch and Dominion Wellngton all carried lead articles on 29th April. The opening paragraphs are:

NZ HERALD, AUCKLAND
Child poverty lobbyists are calling for higher welfare benefits and tax cuts for the lowest income earners in next month's Budget - and axing tax breaks for the middle class.
The Child Poverty Action Group, led by paediatricians and academics, wants to abolish tax subsidies for KiwiSaver and use the money to cut the bottom tax rate to 10 per cent on incomes of up to $20,000 a year.
Its wide-ranging report also calls for extending free primary healthcare for children to after-hours accident and medical clinics and extending the policy of 20 hours a week free childcare to services such as kohanga reo and playcentres, which are parent-led rather than teacher-led.

THE PRESS CHRISTCHURCH
Efforts to tackle New Zealand's high rate of child poverty look set to be undermined by a looming economic downturn, economists and policy experts predict.
The gloomy outlook for the nation's children comes as a new report shows one in four New Zealand children lived in situations of severe or significant hardship in 2004.
The Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) report _ Left Behind: How Social and Income Inequalities Damage New Zealand's Children _ shows that the number of children living in poverty increased by a third from 2000 to 2004, the latest year Government statistics are available.

DOMINION WELLINGTON
Working for Families tax credits have helped many poor and middle-class New Zealanders, but those most in need are now falling even further behind, a lobby group says.
A report from Child Poverty Action Group NZ (CPAG) released today and titled Left Behind said the main culprit was New Zealand's focus on getting beneficiaries into jobs which resulted in low benefit payments.
"New Zealand's widening income disparity is no accident," CPAG said.
The group said social welfare benefits were cut significantly in 1991 and had never been restored.

For more information visit: http://www.cpag.org.nz
Best Wishes, ACYA

30th April 2008

Emails to: feedback@acya.org.nz. If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters, email us.  

