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FUTURE WELLBEING OF CHILDREN
An extract of a letter to the Minister, December 2008
Hon Paula Bennett, Minister of Social Development
Dear Minister,

Advancing the Rights and Wellbeing of Children and Young People:
A briefing paper from Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa (ACYA) Inc.
Greetings and congratulations on your appointment as Minister of Social Development and Minister of Youth Development.   Your Ministries carry the huge responsibility of the welfare and safety of the children and young people during a time of unprecedented economic uncertainty and increasing complexity and diversity.  Twenty-six percent of people living in New Zealand are under the age of 18 years. The child population has much greater ethnic diversity and is in many ways more vulnerable than the adult population.
In our reports to the United Nations we have consistently drawn attention to four key issues: 
Child poverty 
Violence to children
Disparity in life chances afforded the most vulnerable children and
The need for systemic change to improve the planning and resourcing of children’s welfare and safety.

Your Government, in their election campaign, promised to support families affected by economic hardship through loss of jobs. The children of beneficiaries and of the most lowly paid suffer most in times of recession.   It is at times such as this that the rights of children are often compromised.   We would like to know how the Government will alleviate poverty for all, especially the most vulnerable and how better co-ordination across ministries and departments (Education, MSD, MYD, Justice and Health) can be achieved to overcome factors of violence, neglect and abuse that are so often the outcomes of poverty and inadequate social policy. We believe that the "Agenda for Children" needs to be updated to provide a clear and comprehensive policy for the wellbeing of New Zealand children.  To support this, we advocate a strongly resourced, and independent Office of the Children's Commissioner.  We believe that this Office has a crucial role to play in safeguarding children’s rights. 

ACYA WORKSHOP 

Alternative NGO Report to UNCROC 
Our common aim is to improve the rights and wellbeing of children and young people in Aotearoa New Zealand. To further our reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (UNCROC), ACYA (Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa) invites individuals and organisations to contribute to this year’s topics, in preparation for the next NGO alternative report.

SATURDAY 7 MARCH 2009   9.00am - 4.00pm
Ground floor seminar room
National Heart Foundation, 9 Kalmia Street, Ellerslie
Close to Ellerslie Train Station, Great South Road buses, and parking

Lunch will be provided 

Programme

 9.00 
Coffee 

 9.30 
Introductions and key themes for the day  

 9.45
Session 1: ACYA actions since last workshop

10.30
Speaker (To be announced)

11.00
Morning tea

11.15
Session 2: UNCROC TOPICS for GROUP DISCUSSION: 

· Child poverty

· Family environment

· Violence against Children
12.45 
Lunch
  1.15
Session 3: Further group discussion and reporting back
  3.00   Session 4: PROGRAMME of ACTION for 2009

RSVP by email please by 27 February for catering purposes to
Judith Judith.mcm@xtra.co.nz ;  or  feedback@acya.org.nz
(subject line “ACYA 7 March 2009”) or telephone Judith (09 528 0252)

Please include numbers who wish to attend, contact details, your organisation if relevant, and any dietary and special requirements.
Best wishes
Action for Children and Youth Aotearoa Incorporated
27th  January 2009
More information at www.acya.org.nz
Emails to: feedback@acya.org.nz. If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters,
