This CHILD RIGHTS E News 103 tells you  that
We have an opportunity to make a submission to the UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW, due 10th November 2008. 

Vision for children 

The vision of the Dr C Kiro, the Children’s Commissioner is that:

“the rights of every child and young person in New Zealand are recognised and each enjoys good health, education, safety and economic wellbeing”.

The outcomes to achieve this vision are stated as

· Every child is safe and nurtured 
· Every child has adequate resources and opportunities to develop 
· Society’s attitudes and behaviour change to become more child-focused.(Commissioner’s Statement of Intent 2008-2011) 
 

KEY QUESTIONS
Some key questions when preparing the report are

· Is legislation working in the best interests of children within the current experience of our    society and suitable for the likely developments? 
· What are the success and failures of Government and Local Authorities in the policies,  procedures, resource allocations and competence? 
· What are the barriers to meeting the Commissioner’s vision as seen through the structure  of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other Human Rights Treaties. 
 
RESPONDING 
We encourage child related organisations, professional bodies, academics, associations and individuals to prepare material for the report. Options include a response: 
  * addressing  a broad range of issues 
  *taking a particular area and looking at the detail 
  *commenting on a experience that is, or has, affected a group of children or an individual child        

    covered by the terms of the Convention or other documents. 

The Human Rights Foundation is taking the co-ordinating role for this project in respect of Non
 Government Organisations:         http://www.humanrights.co.nz/  

ACYA is the Non Government Organisation (NGO) coordination body for the report in respect of child related issues. ACYA would appreciate copies of  responses sent either to feedback@acya.org.nz or to P.O.Box 41532, St Lukes, Auckland 1346.

 

Our initial response is as follows:
CRITICAL ISSUES
Child Poverty
Violence against Children
Disparities of Outcomes, Inequities and Discrimination
Planning and Resource Deficiencies  affecting children and young People
 

SIGNIFICANT  ISSUES
Based ion the convention we are looking for three issues from each of the eight cluster Groups of CRC plus the Optional Protocols
 

DRAFTING THE REPORT
The text must be no more than ten pages for umbrella organisations or five pages for individual submissions.
 

RESOURCES
The Convention
A simplified version: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=92
The full text:  http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm
 

The UN committee responses in 2003 to the previous Government report 

A simplified version:  http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=89
 

The full text:
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/CRC.C.15.Add.216.En?Opendocument 
 

