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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SPEAKER Dr Susan St John 

Friday 26th September 2008, 6.00pm – 8.0pm,Conference Room, All Seasons Motel

93-95 Greenlane East, Ellerslie.

 Light refreshments served at 5.30

Dr Susan St John will speak at 6pm on the topic:

 “Do children’s rights matter?  CPAG v Attorney General — the acid test”

Susan St John has long been an informed, strong and courageous advocate for children, especially those who are poor.  Economics Advisor to Child Poverty Action Group Inc. (CPAG), she co-edited the recent CPAG report, Left Behind, and was instrumental in arguing the CPAG case to the Human Rights Tribunal that the In-Work Tax Credit is discriminatory and a breach of children's rights. A Senior Lecturer in Economics at the University of Auckland, Susan’s research and teaching interests include economics of families, retirement policy issues, macroeconomics and the economics of the public sector.  She is Co-director of the University's Retirement and Research Centre and a former member of advisory board for the 2007 Retirement Commission's Review of Retirement Policies.  
For catering, please RSVP to Judith McMorland judith.mcm@xtra.co.nz (09 528 0252) 

or Peter Shuttleworth elaineandpeter@clear.net.nz (09 846 4723) by Wed 24th Sept. 

WHY ARE WE ASKING QUESTIONS?

For  ACYA it is important that the public become familiar with the Convention and what it means in practice.

When the Government draft report to UN becomes available, hopefully mid September, it can then be read with questions in mind, and, as appropriate, an informed response made.

We are producing a Working paper that can be accessed at

http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=147
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SOCIAL REPORT 2008

The Ministry of Social Development latest Annual Report paints a mixed picture of children.

In respect of children, defined as those 0-17 years, the report continues to be unhelpful. As in past years various age brackets are used, most commencing at age 15 years.

As the Government prepares to release its draft report to the UN in respect of the Convention we will be watching for reference to the following:
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7 why ethnicity is not shown for low incomes

7       drinking water quality

14  teenage pregnancy

18   solo parenting

19   disability

27  youth suicide

31  obesity

32  hazardous drinking alcohol

37  Early childhood participation

38  school leaving qualifications

62   populations with low income

66 household crowding

96 air quality

98        drinking water quality

120      contact between young people and their parents

Best wishes

4th September 2008
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