E News 101

CHILDREN IN NEW ZEALAND:
BETTER OR WORSE?
INTRODUCTION
The draft report of the Government to the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is available for comment from 18th September 2008 to 17th October 2008.

It is eight years since the previous report and it timely to see a portrait of the wellbeing of New Zealand children.

The vision of the Dr C Kiro, the Children’s Commissioner is that:
“the rights of every child and young person in New Zealand are recognised and each enjoys good health, education, safety and economic wellbeing”.
The outcomes to achieve this vision are stated as
· Every child is safe and nurtured
· Every child has adequate resources and opportunities to develop
· Society’s attitudes and behaviour change to become more child-focused.
(Commissioner’s Statement of Intent 2008-2011)

KEY QUESTIONS
Some key questions when studying the report are
· Is legislation working in the best interests of children within the current experience of our society and suitable for the likely developments?
· What are the success and failures of Government and Local Authorities in the policies, procedures, resource allocations and competence?
· What are the barriers to meeting the Commissioner’s vision as seen through the structure of the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

RESPONDING
We encourage child related organisations, professional bodies, academics, associations and individuals to study the draft report and comment.
Options include a response:
· to the whole report
· taking a particular area and looking at the detail
· commenting on a experience that is, or has, affected a group of children or an individual child covered by the terms of the Convention.

Details of the text and how you can provide feedback on the draft report are at this link:
http://www..myd.govt.nz/Rights/uncrocinnewzealand.aspx

Responses should be sent to Ministry of Youth Development
 Either by mail to P.O.PO Box 1556 , Wellington
 Or email to: UNCROC@myd.govt.nz

ACYA is the Non Government Organisation (NGO) coordination body for the Convention. ACYA would appreciate copies of  responses sent either to feedback@acya.org.nz or to P.O.Box 41532, St Lukes, Auckland 1346.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: INDICATORS OF WELLBEING IN NEW ZEALAND 2008.
This is the second Children and Young People: Indicators of Wellbeing in New Zealand report which MSD have produced. Government policy, as well as individuals, families, communities, businesses and international factors influence the outcomes of the report on. The 2008 report presents:

· indicators of the social wellbeing of children and young people 
· how this has changed over time 
· how different groups of the population are faring. 

Access:http://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/monitoring/children-young-indicators-wellbeing/index.html

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
To encourage participation ACYA has on its website a paper headed PARTICIPATE that sets out the major headings of the Convention in the format used by the Committee :Report 2009 - ACYA (Action for Children & Youth Aotearoa)

In addition ACYA has made a detailed study of those topics and posed QUESTIONS also on the website: http://www.acya.org.nz/?t=147
